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Panel gives Reagar

time on Nicaragua

By David Rogers
Globe Staff

WASHINGTON - The Senate In-
telligence Committee, meeting in a
closed-door session this week, with-
held action on further funding for
covert aid to insurgents in Nicara-
gua until President Ronald Reagan
addresses a joint session of Con-

gress next Wednesday, sources

said vesterday.

T ~ members have refused
any | . cemment, sources con-
firmed that the postponement was
prompied by serious opposition in
the committiee, which has direct
authority over the annual authori-
zation ac: providing funding to the
Cla.

Reagan had initially asked to
speak before Congress as early as
tonight on the situation in Central
Americza, but because of scheduling
problems in the House the speech
is now pianned for & p.m. next
Wednesday.

-~

The appearance will mark the
first tme in his Administration
that Reagar: has sought ic address
Congress soiely cn a foreign policy
jssue. The speech and the delay of
the Inweligence Commiltee vote
come &t & ime of increased concern
in boin chamoers over Reagan's
policies i the region.

Secretary of State George P.
Shultz testified yesterday after-
noon before a private session of the
House Intelligence Committee. Rep.
Edward Boland'(D-Mass.). the

chairmarn. has scheduled a meeting

again this morning. when the
members may take action on the
Nicaragua issue. .

Shultz appeared before the com-
mittee for three hours, and while
William -Casey, head of the CIA,
also was called to testify. the com-
mittee was not able to get to him
during the late-afternoon closed
session. Rep. Jim Wright (D-Tex-

as). the House majority leader, indi-—
cated Casey would probably return
today to meet with the committee.

Wright said Shultz was “very-
open, very candid” in responding
to questions. '"We covered a lot of
ground. The ‘subject has been ex-
clusively Nicaragua and Central
America, what is happening there. .
what our people are attempting to
do.” |

Reagan's speech before Con-
gress next week is expected to be a
defense oi his poiicies in Nicaragua
and a bid for support for more mili-
tary aid to E! Salvador. The aid re-
quest has run inlo serious opposi-
ticn in Congress. Within the Demo-
cratic-controlled House. the Presi-
dent has yvei to win any committee
approval of $110 millior in mil-
tary aid for this vear. and on a 18- .
16 vote Tuesday. the House Foreign |
Affairs Committee rejected an ef-
fort to salvage at least $25 million
of that aic.

“"We take sirong exception 10
this acuion.” Larry Speakes. the
White House depuly press secre-
tary. said at his daily briefing. He
said it was iror:c that the commit-
tee would voie against the &id given
“foolpruof evidence that outside
forces are suppiving arms to lefl-
ists in the region. ;

Four Libvan planes en route 10
Nicaragua were discovered this
week by the Brazilian government
10 be carrying a cargo of arms and
explosives. and Speakes cited the
incident in support of the Adminis-+
tratior’s concern In an.apparent -
reference tc arms shipments from .
Nicaragua to Ei Salvador, Speakes
said the shipments of arms “could
well be designed 1. zid those who
would attempt to < erthrow these
democratic governments.” ‘

“We think this is fooiproof evi-
dence that outside forces are con-
tinuing to supply arms to the re-
gion in an atltempt to upset the re-
forms that have been so eagerly
sought by the governments there,”
Speakes said.

Administration officials por-
trayed Reagan's speech next week
as an effort 1o "'underscore the ur-

“gency of the situation in Central

America.” While there is some ex-
pectation in Congress that the
President may make a new inijtia-
tive toward negotiations, there is
no clear evidence this will happen.

Sources close to the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee said the decision
to postpone any action on Nicara-
gua was not linked to any promise
of a concession by the Administra-
tion but was simply to give the
President an opportunity io defend
his policies. The committee met
Tuesday to approve the annual au-
thorization bill for 1984 and, while
completing action on most of the
legisiation, the Nicaragua issue
was put off until the President’s
speech. ’

Among Democrats on the com-
mittee. there is clearlv opposition

to continuing the funding. Two

sources said tnat if & vote had oc-
curred Tuesday on the issue. the

the Administration. Other sources
have said the votes are there for
continued funding but. historical-
lv. the inteliigence Committees in
both houses have tried to rule by

consensus and avoid covert oper--

ations where there is a substantial
minority in opposition.

The concern in Congress over
the aid stems both from what

members see as the risks in the Ad-

ministration’s policy and legal
questions about compliance with
restrictions imposed last year. An
amendment bearing Boland's
name was adopted in December
prohibiting the use of any funds for
the purpose of ovérthrowing the
Nicaraguan government. While
neither committee has faulted the
CIA. there is concern that Reagan’s
policy of aiding the insurgents is in
violation of the Jaw.
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